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'Robert Hunter has hustled to make a living at pool. - -, He's one of the best in the country, but - 

his life is stiff always a gamble.' 
Ã>̂ 

Robert Hunter was born with a rare 'ft, and it has the Pool & Billiard Magazine sponsored 1984 9-Ball 
helped him develop into the best pool p f ayer in Grand Classic Cup in Chicago, his best showing in a major 
Rapids, Michigan. Called eometric inclination," tournament. 
Hunter can quickly grasp ang " f es and spatial relation- Hunter racks the balls. He breaks, spraying the balls 
ships and plan out a game in seconds. He realized he over the green baize, and a ball drops into a comer 
was blessed with this knack when he first waited into pocket. It is the nine ball, making him an immediate 
a pool room 16 years ago. winner, but he explains it's more luck than anything. 

When I was a kid," says Hunter, "I knew a guy who Not even the world's best player can fully control the 
was like a brother to me. He would gamble on about break to make the nine ball. 
anythin He took me to the pool room one day and Hunter says nine ball is a better spectatorsport than ?Â the who e scene fascinated me. Everyone was having a straight pool because there is less safety play and 
good time. He beat me at everything and he beat me at sometimes longer shots. 

ool. But somehow I felt that I would be able to beat There is quite a bit of luck in nine ball," says Hun- 
[im at this game." ter. "In straight pool I have complete control over eve- 

Today, Hunter, 33, is ranked number 28 in the na- rything. In nine ball, it's much different You have to ,, 

tion by the Professional Billiards Association [PBA), make a ball on the break and then have a good shot at ' 
and he feels he has the stuff to make it into the to 10. the one ball. You have to toy and keep the cue ball in 

1 Hunter currently lives in Grand Rapids wit f his the center of the table." 
'(rife Julie and their infant daughter Elise, In June they With the balls spread out, Hunter demonstrates 
plan to move to Carson City, Nevada where he will be how he would line up his shots in corn tition. The 
going into artnershi in his own pool room r if .r - whole trick, he says, is to kee the cue b 1 in position 

~4h-by-t-foot PO table occupies the center of the for the next shot, a feat ca ed being in line. That's 
Hunter's living room where Robert is demonstrating where his "geometric inclination" - his key to making 
nine ball, the game he plays in most tournaments. a living - comes in handy. 
Large black-and-white posters of Jackie Gleason as Each year Hunter travels to about 12 major tourna- 
Minnesota Fats and Paul Ncwman as "Fast" Eddie ments with the first prizes averaging over $8,000 and 
Felson, both lining up shots in the movie The Hustler, to many smaller ones. His second-place finish in Chi- 
hang from one wall. Smaller posters of great pool cago netted him $3,000 in 1984. Last November, his 
players, including Harold Worst of Grand Rapids, victory in the Midwest Open in Lansing, Michi n - a 
adom the opposite wall. Next to those is a black and fairly small tmrna~ent ,  he says - earned him &w. 
silver plaque awarded for his second-place finish in Though one tournament in Atlantic City has had a 

1 Robert Hunter. 1 r 
pictured In MS 
1984 9-Ba// 
Classic Cup 
Title Match 
in Chicago. 




	img345.pdf
	img346.pdf

