
All Around Champions 

A fewweekslaterIwasinagabfestwitha 
grcup of Chicago's tcp players a t  Marie's 
Golden Cue in  Chicago trying to untangle a 
sMlar m i x  up on wlm mn Joe Jansm's pnxmkd 
Stardust Open in  Vegas. In this event Ervolino 
took. tcp money in the l-podket division over 
Larry "Boston Shorty" Johnson and Lassiter took 
M. In the *Ball division Lassiter d e f a b d  
Balsis and Ervolino. But Balsis won the 14.1 
division with Johnny Ervolino in second place. 
Somehow that made Luther "Wincy" Lassiter the 
A U  ABOUND CHBWION and B a l s i s  didn't need the 
BCA entry for his straight pool win because he 
got it for taking second in Los Angeles. And on 
tcp of that..... 

The counter phone rang and the inoaaing 
message from the Golden Q B i l l i a r d  Lounge in 
Woodside, New York spread from player to player 
fhroaghout the Golden Cue in Chicago, silencing 
the "who won what" discussicn. 

It was the evening of April 1, 197 1 I%pril 
Fools Day" and everyone hcped it might be 
somaones idea of a had joke. But the pool world 
wasn't so lucky, it was true. Qnofrio Lauri, 
known to everyone involved with the game as 
'The Dean of Pocket B i l l i a r d s ' '  had died that 
evening. Iauri was a legend in the game as long 
as I hadbeenapartof it. Hehadconpetedin 
over 20 World Chanpiooship events. The year 
before his death, a t  the age of 74 he was 
trying to qualify for the 1970 U.S. Open. and 
defeated Jack Oolivata and then was barely 
beaten out ty Steve Mizerak. 

Gnofrio L a d  and Cue-Ball Kelly were a road 
team that gave hundreds of dencnstrations in 
hundreds of roans and enti ' ' Â¥ wounded 
veterans in hospitals across the country. When 
learning of his death, it was reported that 
Kelly said "He may never have wan. the Mbrld's 
Chanpicnship, but in every way, he was the 
World's Chanp. 

Qnofrio Lauri' s last professicnal tournament 
was the World Chanpionship event in Los Angeles 
during the 1971 los Angeles Earthquake. He 

played against play- young enough to be his 
great grandchildren and he played to win. 

CHofrio died of a sudden heart attack in the 
New York roam that night of A p r i l  1, 1971. It 
was rqorted that with his cue in his hand and 
knowing his time had cone, Lauri said to his 
friends "this is my last shot". 

When I heard that, I new that Onofrio Lauri 
was not d y  'The Dem of Met B i l l i a r d s ' '  he 
was the real AT& AHQUKD CHaMP1ON.A 

Onofrio Lauri 

"Dean of Pocket Billiards" 
and 

All Around Champion 


